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Partners & Pr¢

A new federal law will change who can get Medicaid starting October 1, 2026. Some people who are not
U.S. citizens will lose Medicaid coverage because of this change.

This tool helps you understand whether a client is likely to keep Medicaid or may lose Medicaid under the
new federal rule. It does not replace an official eligibility decision.

Quick Summary
e If the client is in one of the five eligible groups - Medicaid continues.

¢ If not > Medicaid may end on October 1, 2026.
e Clients will receive advance notice and appeal rights.

e Encourage clients to update their account online at HealthyRhode.ri.gov and watch for important notices
from the State of RI.

e Hospitals are still required by law to provide emergency care for serious and life-threatening conditions.

e Other healthcare options are available regardless of insurance or immigration status.

Step 1 — Is the person a U.S. citizen?
If yes, they will not lose Medicaid because of this rule.

If no, continue to Step 2.

Step 2 — Does the person fall into one of the groups that will still be eligible?
Ask the client if they fall into one of these five groups:

Groups Group 1 Lawful Per- | Group 2 Cuban/ | Group 3 COFA | Group 4 Child | Group 5
manent Resident Haitian Entrant | Migrant Postpartum or
(Green Card holder) Pregnant

Requirements | eHas a Green Card | NA NA Is younger Within 12
eHas completed the than 19 months
5-year waiting peri- post-partum
od (if required)

Eligibility If yes, they remain | If yes, they re- If yes, they If yes, they If yes, they
eligible. If no, con- [ main eligible. If | remain remain remain
tinue. no, continue. eligible. eligible. eligible.

If no, If no, If no,
continue. continue. continue.

Step 3 — Has the person’s status recently changed?
If the client has recently become a:

e Lawful Permanent Resident

Learn more about what is changing with Medicaid BE READY.
and who will be impacted. Visit staycovered.ri.gov. STAY COVERED.
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e Pregnant person

They should update their HealthyRhode account immediately so their Medicaid can continue.
Partners and providers can help clients with updating their account on healthyrhode.ri.gov or in the
HealthyRhode mobile app.

Step 4 — What to Expect Next

If the client does not fall into any of the five groups listed in Step 2, they may lose Medicaid when the new
rule takes effect.

If a client will lose Medicaid because of the new federal rule:

e The State of Rl will notify them before the change happens.

e Notices will appear in their HealthyRhode account and by mail (if they chose paper notices).

The notice from the State of Rl will include:

e QOther ways to get healthcare

e How to appeal if they disagree with the decision

Partners and providers can help clients understand their notice or other healthcare options. Please review
the support options and resources on the other side of this flyer.

Support Options for Non-Citizens Who Lose Medicaid: Guide for Partners and Providers
Non-citizens will still have ways to get healthcare even if they lose Medicaid when the new federal rule takes
effect. Below is a simple guide to the main options partners and providers can share.

Non-citizens can still buy a health insurance plan for themselves or their family, but they may not be able to
get financial help because of federal changes.

You can help them review options and apply at HealthSourceRl.com or call 1-855-840-4774.

Clients can also explore health insurance options through their job or a parent or spouse’s job, and they may
be able to purchase coverage directly through an insurance carrier like Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode
Island or Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island.

1. Free and Low-Cost Clinics
There are clinics that provide free or low-cost medical care, regardless of immigration status. These clinics
can help with:

e Primary care
e Chronic disease management
e Medications

e Referrals

Partners and providers can help clients locate nearby options like the Rhode Island Free Clinic (rifreeclinic.
org ) or Clinica Esperanza (aplacetobehealthy.org).

2. Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs)
FQHCs offer care on a sliding fee scale, meaning clients pay what they can based on income. They serve
everyone, including people without insurance and regardless of their immigration status. Explore options:

rihca.org

BE READY.
STAY COVERED.
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3. Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics

A CCBHC is an outpatient clinic that is certified by the State of Rhode Island to offer expanded behavioral
health services. CCBHCs serve anyone who walks through the door, regardless of age, diagnosis, immigration
status, or insurance status. Find a CCBHC near you: bhddh.ri.gov/CCBHC

4. Hospitals
Local hospitals are required by law to give emergency medical care for serious or life-threatening problems,
no matter your insurance or immigration status.

Emergency Medicaid may continue to cover emergency medical care regardless of immigration status.
Emergency Medicaid can help pay for emergency care related to serious or life-threatening conditions that
require immediate treatment. If a client receives emergency care at a hospital or urgent care, their health-
care provider will work with them to submit an application for Emergency Medicaid on their behalf.

Hospitals in Rhode Island also offer financial assistance programs for people who cannot afford care. Some
funding is specifically set aside to help uninsured adults who lose Medicaid. Partners and providers can help
clients ask about:

e Charity care

e Payment plans

e Uncompensated care programs
e Find Support

e Helpful organizations can tell your client about other programs, resources, or place

Find Support
Helpful organizations can tell your client about other programs, resources, or places to get healthcare.

e United Way of Rhode Island: 211
e The Aging and Disability Resource Center: 401-462-4444
RIPIN: 401-270-0101

The Immigrant Coalition of Rhode Island (Comprised of 33 partner organizations):
immigrantcoalitionri.org/home

Other helpful organizations: staycovered.ri.gov/find-help.

Re-apply for Medicaid in the future.
Anyone who loses Medicaid can re-apply in the future. Clients should re-apply when they become a lawfully
permanent resident and after the five-year waiting period has passed.

Clients should also re-apply if they become pregnant. Medicaid can cover their medical bills during pregnan-
cy and the year after regardless of their immigration status. Medicaid can also cover their child.

Know Your Appeal Rights.

If a client receives a notice saying their Medicaid will end, they have the right to appeal if they believe the
decision is wrong. Partners and providers can help clients understand the process using appeal guidance:
staycovered.ri.gov/renew-your-medicaid/file-appeal

To learn more about upcoming federal changes to Medicaid, please visit staycovered.ri.gov/updates.

BE READY.
STAY COVERED.
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